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SUBJECT: RESETTLEMENT OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

REF: TEHRAN 4660 

1. UNHCR REP GOODYEAR MET MAY 19 WITH MFA CHIEF OF INTNATL 
ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION SAYAR. GOODYEAR TOLD POLCOUNS THAT 
IRANIANS ARE STILL UNCLEAR ABOUT WHAT THEY PROPOSE TO DO IN 
MATTER OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES. THEY HAVE NOT YET DECIDED ON 
NUMBER THEY MIGHT BE WILLING TO ACCEPT, ALTHOUGH SAYAR 
REITERATED IRAN WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SOME WITH SKILLS THE COUNTRY 
NEEDS. GOI REALIZES THERE IS POLITICAL ELEMENT INVOLVED; I.E. 

IF IRAN TOOK LARGE NUMBER IT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED A POLITICAL 
ACT, WHILE IF IT TOOK SMALLER NUMBER (SAYAR MENTIONED 200 AT 
ONE POINT IN CONVERSATION) IT WOULD BE SEEN AS HUMANITARIAN 
GESTURE. 

2. ACCORDING TO GOODYEAR, GOI SEEMS TO BE LOOKING AT THIS 
SITUATION AS LARGELY BILATERAL MATTER WITH US AT THIS POINT. 

HE IS WAITING FOR WORD AFTER FONMIN KHALATBARY RETURNS FROM 
ALGERIA WHETHER GOI WISHES UNHCR TO REMAIN INVOLVED IN 
QUESTION IN TEHRAN, COOPERATE AT GENEVA LEVEL, OR STAY OUT 
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